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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 3:  
 
Missouri will prepare, develop, and support effective educators. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
La Tisha Michele Metts holds a career professional certificate in the areas of Mild/Moderate Cross 
Categorical, grades K–12, and Elementary Education, grades 1–6.  
  
On May 14, 2014, Ms. Metts submitted an employment application to St. Louis Public Schools and 
indicated that she held a current teaching certificate in Special Reading and an initial 
administrator’s certificate as an Elementary Principal.   
 
Ms. Metts provided St. Louis Public Schools with a copy of a fraudulent teacher’s certificate  
# 0469274 purportedly issued by the Missouri State Board of Education.  There were 
irregularities on the face of the certificate that indicated it was not a true certificate.  The 
certificate was not genuine or official and was falsified.  Ms. Metts does not have and has never had 
a Missouri teaching certificate in the area of Special Reading or an initial administrator’s 
certificate in the area of Elementary Principal.  

 
On October 16, 2014, the Special Administrative Board of the Transitional School District for the 
City of St. Louis, which oversees St. Louis Public Schools, discharged Ms. Metts from permanent 
employment at the St. Louis Public Schools for engaging in immoral conduct by submitting false 
and misleading documentation relating to her teaching certificate and transcript to the district for 
personal gain. 
 
Ms. Metts received notice of the hearing, but was neither present nor represented by counsel. 
 
PRESENTER(S): 
 
William R. Thornton, General Counsel, will participate in the presentation and discussion of this 
agenda item. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the State Board of Education revoke Ms. Metts’ teaching certificate 
pursuant to its authority under Mo. Rev. Stat. § 168.071 (Supp. 2014).  
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1                         PROCEEDINGS

2               MS. QUESTCH:  Good morning.  This hearing is

3  the matter of Department of Elementary and Secondary

4  Education versus LaTisha Michele Metts and has been

5  designated Hearing 14-073.

6               This hearing is being held pursuant to Section

7  168.071 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, which

8  authorizes the State Board of Education to suspend or

9  revoke a certificate of license to teach if the certificate

10  holder has pleaded to or been found guilty of a felony or

11  crime involving moral turpitude under the laws of this

12  state or any other state or of the United States, or any

13  other country, whether or not sentence is imposed or there

14  is evidence or incompetence, immorality or neglect of duty

15  by the certificate holder.

16               Administrative rules adopted by the State

17  Board of Education pursuant to this statute authorizes the

18  Commissioner of Education to designate a hearing officer in

19  these matters.  My name is Cynthia Quetsch and I have been

20  designated to hear this case.

21               Unless otherwise provided under Section

22  168.071, this hearing is being held pursuant to the

23  Procedural Rules of Chapter 536, the Administrative

24  Procedures Act.

25               The certificate holder, LaTisha Metts, is not
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1  present at the hearing, either personally or through

2  counsel.  Assistant Attorney General Todd Lucas is present

3  on behalf of the State.

4               Mr. Lucas, did you want to make an opening

5  statement?

6               MR. LUCAS:  Yes, I would.  Good morning.  As

7  was mentioned, my name is Todd Lucas.  I'm an Assistant

8  Attorney General here on behalf of the Department of

9  Elementary and Secondary Education.

10               The evidence today will show that LaTisha

11  Metts currently holds two certificates to teach in the

12  state of Missouri.  Ms. Metts used a falsified teaching

13  certificate to obtain her employment with the St. Louis

14  Public School District and also used said certificate to seek

15  a promotion within the school district.

16               You will hear testimony today as to how the

17  false certificate was discovered, as well as hear in-depth

18  analysis as to how it was considered falsified.  Section

19  168.071 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri authorizes the

20  Board of Education to discipline a certificate and states

21  in pertinent part that the State Board of Education may

22  refuse to issue or renew a certificate or may, upon

23  hearing, discipline the holder of a certificate of license

24  to teach for the following causes: in Subsection 2, the

25  certification was obtained through use of fraud, deception,

7
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1  or misrepresentation, or bribery; Subsection 3, there is

2  evidence of incompetence, immorality, or neglect of duty by

3  the certificate holder.

4               After hearing the evidence, and with that in

5  mind, I would ask that the Department of Elementary and

6  Secondary Education -- or actually that the Board of

7  Education -- discipline Ms. Mett's certificate to teach

8  appropriately.  Thank you.

9               MS. QUESTCH:  You may call your first witness.

10               MR. LUCAS:  The Department would call Ms.

11  Robyn Segall.

12  ROBYN SEGALL, having been first duly sworn, testifies as

13  follow:

14          Q    Robyn, could you please state and spell your

15  name for the record, please?

16          A    My name is Robyn Segall.  My first name is

17  spelled R-o-b-y-n.  My last name is S-e-g-a-l-l.

18          Q    And Robyn, are you currently employed?

19          A    I am.

20          Q    Where?

21          A    At the Missouri Department of Elementary and

22  Secondary Education in the Office of Educator Quality in

23  the Educator Certification Section.

24          Q    And what are your duties in the Education

25  Certification Section?

8
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1          A    I'm a certification supervisor, which means

2  that I oversee the issuance of teaching certificates for

3  the state of Missouri in various content fields.

4          Q    And are you aware of the Department of

5  Elementary and Education's case against LaTisha Metts?

6          A    Yes, I am.

7          Q    Could I first have you turn to Exhibit 1,

8  which I've previously given you.  Do you recognize that?

9          A    I do.

10          Q    What is it?

11          A    It is a printout of a teaching certificate

12  listing of the areas of certification that are held

13  currently by LaTisha Metts.

14          Q    And is that document something that's maintain

15  by DESE in the ordinary course of business?

16          A    Yes.

17          Q    And is this a true and accurate copy of

18  Ms. Metts' certificate status?

19          A    Yes.

20               MR. LUCAS:  I would offer Exhibit 1 into

21  evidence.

22               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

23          Q    And, Robyn, looking at Exhibit 1, what

24  certifications does Ms. Metts hold?

25          A    Ms. Metts holds a career teaching certificate

9
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1  in two content fields; elementary education, Grades 1-6;

2  and mild to moderate cross-categorical disabilities, Grades

3  Kindergarten through 12.

4          Q    And are both of those certificates current and

5  active?

6          A    Yes, they are.

7          Q    Did Ms. Metts ever apply for additional

8  certification?

9          A    She submitted a request for an evaluation in

10  the area of special reading.

11          Q    And what does it mean to submit or request

12  evaluation for special reading?

13          A    Special reading is an add-on area to an

14  existing certificate.  She wanted to see if she was

15  eligible to be able to teach in that field and it was

16  determined upon evaluation that she was not eligible at

17  this time.  She had too many deficiencies.

18          Q    And so her current certification is only in

19  elementary education, grades 1-6 and mild to moderate

20  cross-categorical K through 12?

21          A    That's correct.

22          Q    Okay.  I know have you -- the second page of

23  Exhibit 1, does that list any names that Ms. Metts goes by

24  aside from LaTisha Metts?

25          A    There is a former name using her middle

10
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1  initial of LaTisha M. Metts, but other than that, it only

2  shows the last name of Metts.  There are no other last

3  names listed on this paperwork.

4          Q    And now could I have you turn to Exhibit 2.

5  Actually before we get to Exhibit 2, how did you come to

6  hear about Ms. Metts?

7          A    Okay.  Well, I received a phone call from St.

8  Louis Public Schools.  A woman named Joyce Robinson, who is

9  a human resource generalist at that school district called

10  me telling me -- I was on speakerphone -- and she let me

11  know that that Latisha Metts was in her office and wanted

12  to know -- that Ms. Metts was concerned that areas of

13  certification that she currently held were not listed on

14  her current certification record in our computer.  And

15  Ms. Robinson asked me to see if I could figure out what had

16  happened to those areas or to investigate what had

17  happened.  And so with that information I told Joyce to

18  hold on.  I put her on hold and I dug through our computer

19  system, went to our prior system and there was no listing

20  of any other certificates other than the two that we just

21  discussed that are on her paperwork now.

22          Q    And at the time that you were talking to

23  Ms. Robinson did she provide you with a teacher certificate

24  for Ms. Metts?

25          A    She said to me, "Robyn, I'm holding her actual

11
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1  teaching certificate that does list two additional areas of

2  special reading certification and as principal."  I said

3  that we certainly don't see those two.  Do you mind faxing

4  that to me so I can investigate even further and look at

5  some of the certificate numbers that's on it and maybe do

6  some investigation that way.  And that certificate at that

7  time was faxed to me by Joyce.

8          Q    In looking at Exhibit 2, is that the

9  certificate that was faxed to you?

10          A    Yes, it is a copy of it.

11          Q    Is that a true and accurate copy of what you

12  received from the St. Louis Public School District?

13          A    Yes.

14               MR. LUCAS:  I would offer Exhibit 2 into

15  evidence.

16               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

17          Q    And now I would like to go through this

18  certificate with you.  First, looking at the upper right

19  corner -- not total upper right corner -- but there are

20  three degrees listed there.  What are those three degrees?

21          A    On this certificate it shows that she has a

22  bachelor of science that was earned in 2002, a master of

23  arts that was earned in 2004, and a doctorate that was

24  earned in 2008.

25          Q    And does DESE have any record of those

12
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1  degrees?

2          A    We do have record of a bachelors degree earned

3  in 2002, but we do not have any verification of either a

4  master's from 2004 or a doctorate at all.

5          Q    And could I have you turn to Exhibit 3.  What

6  is that?

7          A    Exhibit 3 is an application for an additional

8  teaching certificate that was submitted to us in 2010 so

9  that she could add the elementary piece to her initial

10  certificate of mild to moderate cross-categorical.  She had

11  taken a test in order to add elementary certification to

12  her record.

13          Q    And just to be clear for the record who

14  submitted this application?

15          A    LaTisha Metts did.  It has her name on it and

16  her signature is on page two.

17          Q    And looking in section two under application

18  data, what degrees does Ms. Metts list in that application?

19          A    She list a degree from the University of

20  Phoenix in business and a degree in special education from

21  the University of Missouri, St. Louis.

22          Q    Is there any reference to a master of arts in

23  2004 on that application?

24          A    No, ma'am -- no, sir.  Sorry.

25          Q    Would someone typically list all of their

13
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1  degrees on application like this?

2          A    Absolutely.  You would want to be recognized

3  for the hard work that you achieved.

4          Q    Just to rehash a little bit; is this a true

5  and accurate copy of the application DESE received from

6  Ms. Metts?

7          A    Yes.

8               MR. LUCAS:  I would offer Exhibit 3 into

9  evidence.

10               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

11          Q    And now could I have you turn to Exhibit 4.

12  Do you you recognize that?

13          A    It is a copy of the University of Missouri St.

14  Louis, transcript that we have on file.

15          Q    And is that a true and accurate copy of that

16  transcript to your knowledge?

17          A    Yes.

18          Q    Is that something that was located in

19  Ms. Metts' file with DESE?

20          A    Yes.

21               MR. LUCAS:  I would offer Exhibit 4 into

22  evidence.

23               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

24          Q    And looking at Exhibit 4 up at the top center

25  of the page, what is located there?

14
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1          A    There is a section, it's kind of cut off, but

2  you can see the words "degree awarded" and it shows that

3  she has a degree from the University of Phoenix, a BS in

4  business management that was earned in 2002.

5          Q    And does this record reflect when it was

6  printed out?

7          A    Down at the bottom right-hand corner it shows

8  July 16, it's quite foggy, but I do believe that says 2008.

9          Q    And up in the upper-left corner under

10  University of Missouri, St. Louis does that also say

11  June 28 of 2008?

12          A    Yes.

13          Q    And is that also to your knowledge when it was

14  printed?

15          A    That is where the University of Missouri, St.

16  Louis post their date of printing.

17          Q    Okay.  And is there any record on this

18  transcript that Ms. Metts received any degrees in 2004?

19          A    None.

20               MR. LUCAS:  Did I offer Exhibit 4?

21               MS. QUESTCH:  Yes.

22          Q    And now turning back to Exhibit 2, just to

23  rehash, the certificate here list that Ms. Metts had a

24  master's issued to her in 2004?

25          A    Yes, it does.

15
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1          Q    So the certificate lists three degrees that

2  one Ms. Metts may or may not have earned.  Were there any

3  other problems with the certificate aside from those

4  degrees?

5          A    Many.  There were a lot of oddities, I guess we

6  could say, in terms of what the certificate looks like

7  compared to what a certificate should look like that would

8  have been printed by our office.

9          Q    And before we get into the oddities of the

10  actual certificate, is there -- I guess it is somewhat of

11  an oddity on the certificate.  Are there any misspellings

12  on the certificate?

13          A    There are.  The word "expiration" in the

14  phrase "expiration date" found in the middle on the far

15  right-hand side is misspelled.  And according to all data

16  that we have, Ms. Mett's middle name is also misspelled.

17  All of the data that we have from her transcripts,

18  certification records in our computer system, all have her

19  middle name spelled with just one L.  And then on this

20  particular certificate there it shows the last name of

21  Walker and we don't have any indication that she went by

22  the name of Walker.  That change of name would have been in

23  our system and it does not exist.

24          Q    And taking a step back to the spelling of her

25  middle name Michele.  On Exhibit 2 how is Michele spelled?

16
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1          A    M-i-c-h-e-l-l-e.

2          Q    And looking at Exhibit 1, 3, and 4 how is

3  Michele spelled on those exhibits?

4          A    It's spelled M-i-c-h-e-l-e with just one L in

5  Michele.

6          Q    And then with respect to the use of the last

7  name Walker.  Is the last name Walker mentioned on any of

8  Exhibits 1, 3, or 4?

9          A    No.

10          Q    And especially on Exhibit 1, page two of

11  Exhibit 1, we mentioned it a little bit earlier, but would

12  that contain the name Walker on page two if she had ever

13  told DESE about her last name being Walker?

14          A    Yes.

15          Q    Now, to the function of the oddities, the

16  other oddities that you were discussing.  I would first

17  have you look at Exhibit 5.  And what is Exhibit 5?

18          A    Exhibit 5 are some copies of some certificates

19  that were printed -- other people's certificates, not

20  belonging to Ms. Metts, that we can use for comparison to

21  some of those oddities that I'm going to be referring to

22  that are found.

23          Q    And these certificates are the same type of

24  certificate that we are looking at in Exhibit 2?

25          A    Yes.

17
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1          Q    They are just combined on one page?

2          A    Right.  There is different -- yeah, they

3  are -- on Exhibit 5 they are two separate different

4  certificates on the first page and then one on the second

5  page as well.

6          Q    And to your knowledge these certificates are

7  true and accurate copies that DESE maintains?

8          A    Yes.

9               MR. LUCAS:  I would offer Exhibit 5 into

10  evidence.

11               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

12          Q    Now, speaking of the oddities, in comparing

13  Exhibit 2 to Exhibit 5.  We mentioned that the word

14  "expiration" was misspelled on Exhibit 2.  Is expiration

15  correctly spelled on these certificates on Exhibit 5?

16          A    Yes, it is.

17          Q    Now, going to where it says "effective date"

18  on the certificates, both on Exhibit 2 and Exhibit 5, what

19  is the difference between the wording "effective date" on

20  Exhibit 2 and the wording on Exhibit 5?

21          A    If you take a look at those specific words

22  within that box on the chart, the word "date" is centered

23  in the middle of the word effective on that next line down

24  on Exhibit 5, but on Exhibit 2 it's off-centered.

25          Q    And is the same true with the words

18
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1  "expiration date"?

2          A    Expiration date in Exhibit 5 on the valid

3  certificates that we were able to produce and give to you,

4  the words "expiration date" are centered within the box;

5  wherein Exhibit 2 they are on the left margin.

6          Q    And this may be a little bit harder to notice

7  but on Exhibit 2 under the type of certificate is there

8  anything wrong with the way the certifications are listed?

9          A    Yes.  In Exhibit 2 you can see the words

10  "Initial Admin. Certification Career Certification."  The

11  word "certification" is not spelled out when we print a

12  certificate.  It's abbreviated to the letters PC.  So you

13  can see on the certification on the accurate certificates

14  in Exhibit 5 where it would say "Initial PC."  Instead of

15  that it would just say "Career Continuous PC."

16          Q    And also under the type of certificate, are

17  those in Exhibit 2, are those correctly aligned with one

18  another?

19          A    No.  The elementary education word "career

20  certification" is kind of a letter-spaced or half-spaced to

21  the right.  It's not in alignment with the other words in

22  that section of that chart.

23          Q    Whereas with Exhibit 5 they are in a straight

24  line?

25          A    Yes.

19
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1          Q    And one other difference -- we'll take a step

2  back.  Under expiration date, is the alignment messed up on

3  those as well?

4          A    Yes.

5          Q    And on Exhibit 2 it's messed up?

6          A    On Exhibit 2 is where it's not aligned.  And

7  then in addition to that, the numeric months on the

8  expiration date have a placeholder of zero for months that

9  aren't a two digit month.  Whereas our current certificates

10  are not printed in that way.

11          Q    And so just to confirm, Exhibit 5 looking at

12  the top certificate, the expiration date says "2/27/2013."

13  Whereas on Exhibit 2 it says "02" the date and then the

14  year?

15          A    Correct.

16          Q    Now, the printed on date in Exhibit 2, what is

17  significant about that?

18          A    The printed on date in Exhibit 2 list

19  04/16/2012.  On June 1 of 2011 our department switched over

20  to a new computer system and we no longer printed this type

21  of a license or this certificate.  Our certificates are

22  now, because they are online, are able to printed by the

23  actual applicant provided they have identifying

24  information; their Social Security number, last name and

25  things like that and they can get into the system.  So this

20
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1  actual type of a certificate with the seal of the State of

2  Missouri way up at the top, those aren't printed anymore

3  and they haven't been for over a year.

4          Q    Okay.  And then finally the certificate number

5  in the top right corner.  What is the certificate number?

6          A    A certificate number was a way that our office

7  used to identify every certificate that was printed.  So

8  each time somebody added an area, they got a certificate

9  with a different number.  Each time they changed their name

10  and we altered the certificate and had it printed, it had a

11  different number.  So the certificate number used to be

12  attached to the one item that was printed for that purpose.

13          Q    And does DESE have any way of tracing who

14  received each certificate number?

15          A    Yes.  In this particular case that was one of

16  the reasons why I first asked Ms. Robinson to fax me a copy

17  of this because I wanted to find out what 0469274 equated

18  to.  So I asked my colleague, who works in my department,

19  to create an IT query so that we could find out who 0469274

20  belonged to and we did get information about that.

21          Q    And did 0469274 come back as a certificate

22  issued to Ms. Metts?

23          A    No, it came back as a certificate that was

24  issued for a duplicate certificate based for a woman who

25  now currently lives in Iowa whose name is Cheryl Blaze.

21
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1          Q    And is it possible that there could have been

2  duplicate certificate numbers that Ms. Metts would have

3  gotten and Ms. Blaze would have received the same

4  certificate number?

5          A    No.

6          Q    And after all of that, Ms. Segall, in your

7  opinion is Exhibit 2 a falsified teaching certificate?

8          A    Yes.

9          Q    To your knowledge did Ms. Metts provide this

10  certificate to the St. Louis Public School?

11          A    Yes.

12          Q    And did she use it as an attempt for a raise?

13          A    Yes.

14          Q    Did she provide it when she was beginning her

15  employment at the St. Louis Public School?

16          A    I don't know that answer.

17          Q    Finally I would have you look at Exhibit 6.

18  Do you recognize that?

19          A    Yes.

20          Q    What is that?

21          A    This is what Ms. Metts' certificate would look

22  like if printed today.  It's her current listing of her

23  certification information.

24          Q    And is that a true and accurate copy of her

25  certificate?

22
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1          A    Yes.

2               MR. LUCAS:  I would offer Exhibit 6 into

3  evidence.

4               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

5          Q    Does that certificate contain any mention of

6  certification to be an elementary principal?

7          A    No.

8          Q    Does it contain any information about a

9  certification for special reading?

10          A    No.

11               MR. LUCAS:  I have nothing further for this

12  witness.

13               MR. LUCAS:  Thank you.  Does Ms. Metts have an

14  identified number, certificate number?

15          A    She has an educator ID number, which is how we

16  now track teachers.  We no longer put numbers on their

17  actual certificates.  We now have numbers that are attached

18  to a teacher's file as opposed to the paper certificate.

19               MR. LUCAS:  I might be able to clarify.

20          Q    The certificate in Exhibit 2, that was the old

21  type of certificate that was printed by DESE?

22          A    Yes.

23          Q    Exhibit 6 is the new way that the certificates

24  are printed by DESE?

25          A    Yes.
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1          Q    Is Exhibit 5 the old way the certificate was

2  printed as well?

3          A    Yes.

4          Q    And on Exhibit 6 you no longer provide a

5  certificate number?

6          A    Correct.

7          Q    And is that because then certificates in

8  Exhibit 2 and Exhibit 5 were certificates printed by DESE

9  provided to the certificate holder; whereas Exhibit 6 is

10  just one printed by the certificate holder?

11          A    Yes.  There isn't a way that certificates can

12  be produced anymore with a certificate number as of June 1

13  of 2011.

14               MR. LUCAS:  Does that clear it up?

15               MS. QUESTCH:  I have another question.  The

16  effective date on No. 6 is August 15, 2012.  Was that the

17  first time Missouri gave any kind of certification to

18  Ms. Metts?

19          A    No, that's her current certification.  She did

20  hold an initial certificate also prior to this, but expired

21  certification does not appear on our current teaching

22  certificates.

23               MS. QUESTCH:  But do you know when she got the

24  earlier ones?

25          A    Yes.  If you look at Exhibit 1, it's actually

24
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1  listed.  The first page of Exhibit 1 she received her

2  elementary -- or I'm sorry -- her mild to moderate

3  cross-categorical certificate initially on 8/15/2008 and it

4  was a four-year certificate.  And then she added elementary

5  by a test endorsement on 2/8/2010.  And then both of those

6  certificates, those initial certificates, after completing

7  the upgrade requirements and four years of teaching

8  experience, were upgraded to the continuous career level

9  and that's what you see on her current certificate in

10  Exhibit 6, just the listing of her current certification.

11               MS. QUESTCH:  The one that she got in 2008

12  would that have had a number attached to it?

13          A    Yes.

14               MS. QUESTCH:  And do you know what that number

15  was?

16          A    It's something that I could identify if I had

17  a computer to look at.

18               MS. QUESTCH:  Let me ask you this, was it

19  0469274?

20          A    No.

21               MS. QUESTCH:  You're confident in that?

22          A    Yes.

23               MR. LUCAS:  That's all I have for Ms. Segall.

24  I do have one other exhibit, Exhibit 7.  It is a letter

25  that was provided to me by the St. Louis Public School

25
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1  District.  It involves their investigation into Ms. Metts,

2  her teaching certificate, as well as other things that were

3  provided to the school district when she was applying for

4  her promotion within the school district.  I would offer

5  Exhibit 7 into evidence.

6               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

7               (A recess was taken.)

8               MR. LUCAS:  At this time the Department would

9  call Billie Jo Keim.

10  BILLIE JO KEIM, having been first duly sworn, testifies as

11  follows:

12          Q    Would you please state and spell your name for

13  the record?

14          A    Billie Jo Keim; B-i-l-l-i-e, J-o, K-e-i-m.

15          Q    And, Billie Jo, what is -- where are you

16  currently employed?

17          A    Missouri Department of Elementary and

18  Secondary Education.

19          Q    And what are your -- what is your position?

20          A    Legal assistant.

21          Q    What are your duties with regard to hearings

22  as a legal assistant?

23          A    To notice up hearings and send out notices to

24  the parties of the hearing, scheduling hearings, and send

25  out notices.
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1          Q    Did you send out a notice of hearing to

2  Ms. LaTisha Metts mets in this case?

3          A    Yes.

4          Q    And did you receive a response to that notice

5  of hearing?

6          A    Yes.

7          Q    I've just handed you what has been marked as

8  Exhibit 8.  Do you recognize that?

9          A    Yes.

10          Q    What is it?

11          A    This a letter from Maurice Bell, basically

12  he's stating in this letter he is representing LaTisha

13  Metts and is requesting a continuance of the hearing.

14          Q    And is that a true and accurate copy of the

15  letter that was sent to you?

16          A    Yes.

17          Q    And do you remember by chance how it was sent

18  to you?

19          A    It was sent by e-mail and received on

20  December 15.

21               MR. LUCAS:  I would offer Exhibit 8 into

22  evidence?

23               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

24          Q    And was a continuance granted for that

25  December 17 hearing date?
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1          A    Yes, it was.

2          Q    And when was the next hearing date, what month

3  was that next hearing scheduled for?

4          A    The next hearing date was scheduled for March.

5          Q    And did the hearing go forward in March?

6          A    No, it was continued from March to May.

7          Q    And did the hearing go forward in May?

8          A    No, it was actually continued from May to

9  today's date of July 23.

10          Q    And in each of those continuances was an order

11  sent to Maurice Bell?

12          A    Yes.  It was sent via e-mail and first class

13  mail.

14          Q    And the most recent order letting Ms. Metts

15  know and Mr. Bell know that the hearing was taking place

16  today, is that what is Exhibit 9?

17          A    Yes.

18          Q    And how was Exhibit 9 sent?

19          A    It was sent via e-mail and also first class

20  mail.

21          Q    And did you receive any response from Mr. Bell

22  via e-mail?

23          A    No.

24          Q    Did the first class mail come back at all?

25          A    No.
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1          Q    And to your knowledge has Mr. Bell or

2  Ms. Metts informed you that Mr. Bell is no longer

3  representing her?

4          A    No.

5               MR. LUCAS:  I would offer Exhibit 9 into

6  evidence.

7               MS. QUESTCH:  It is received.

8               MR. LUCAS:  And with that I have nothing

9  further.

10               MS. QUESTCH:  When you communicated with

11  Mr. Bell prior to this last order, did you ever have any

12  indication that the e-mails were not going through?

13          A    No.  Actually the e-mails were actually coming

14  from his assistant, Stacey Greet, and that's where I sent

15  the orders back to via e-mail.  And in those e-mails I put

16  that I was sending a hard copy by mail.  So I did not

17  receive any responses to those e-mails except for the very

18  first one and from the very first continuance back in

19  December.  And then from there on out I have had no

20  communication with -- other than sending out the orders --

21  with Maurice Bell or anybody in his office.

22               MS. QUESTCH:  I don't have anything further.

23  Did you want to make a closing statement?

24               MR. LUCAS:  Yes, just briefly.  The evidence

25  today shows that Ms. Metts acted with fraud, immorality,
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1  and incompetence by using a falsified certificate to both

2  obtain employment with the Saint Louis Public Schools, as

3  well as seeking promotion within the St. Louis Public

4  Schools.  Metts showed that -- by doing this, Metts showed

5  that she did not have the necessary moral character to

6  teach the children of our country.  As defined by several

7  cases, immoral conduct is conduct which goes beyond a

8  matter of judgment such that the teacher may properly be

9  presumed to have prior notice of its wrongful character and

10  thus may be properly held responsible for her conscious

11  disregard of established moral standards.  Moral conduct is

12  conduct which is always wrong, just as one can accidentally

13  or unwittingly dishonest.  Immoral conduct requires at

14  least an inference of conscious intent.  And that Youngman

15  v. Deerhoff, which is 890 S.W. 2d 330.

16               Given that Ms. Metts acted with immoral

17  conduct, as well as showing her incompetence by using a

18  falsified certificate, I would ask that the Missouri Board

19  of Education revoke her certification to teach.

20               MS. QUESTCH:  Off the record.

21               (A recess was taken.)

22               THE COURT:  This concludes the hearing.  Thank

23  you very much.

24               (Hearing concluded at 9:32 a.m.)

25
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1                  

2  STATE OF MISSOURI   )

                     ) ss.

3  COUNTY OF COLE      )

4               I, Jenna Petree, do hereby certify that the

5  witness whose testimony appears in the foregoing deposition

6  was duly sworn by me; that the testimony of said witness

7  was taken by me to the best of my ability and thereafter

8  reduced to typewriting under my direction; that I am

9  neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any of the

10  parties to the action in which this deposition was taken,

11  and further that I am not a relative or employee of any

12  attorney or counsel employed by the parties thereto, nor

13  financially or otherwise interested in the outcome of the

14  action.
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